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ABANDONED MINES — MANAGEMENT 

1408. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

In reference to the management of abandoned mines and photographs available at http://www. 
mp.wa.gov.au/rchapple/Youno/, I ask — 

(1) Is it a requirement of mining companies or the department to close abandoned mine pits from access to 
vehicles, people and stock on pastoral leases? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), why is stock allowed to access the disused south and north pits of Snook Mine and the 
disused Cobia mine pits on Youno Downs Station? 

(4) If yes to (1), will the Minister instruct the former or current mine owners, to ensure fencing bunds are 
placed around these abandoned pits? 

(5) If pastoral stock die as a result of entering or falling into un-bunded, unfenced or un-gated pits, is 
compensation due to the pastoralist from the former or current owners? 

(6) If yes to (5), will the Minister instruct the relevant mining companies of their responsibility? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

(1) There are statutory obligations under regulation 28 of the Mining Regulations 1981 which require the 
departing mining tenement holders to make safe to "any person or animal" before abandonment of a 
mine pit (if the pit was created or operated by these holders or the pit's ownership was transferred to the 
holders). The safety provisions generally include earth bunds around the pit to restrict access by 
vehicles and people and, where practicable, safe egress for fauna or stock on pastoral leases. 

(2) Refer to Answer 1. 

(3) The mine pits referred to in the Hon Member's question are currently disused, but they have not been 
abandoned by the current holder of the mining tenement on which they are situated. Accordingly, it is 
more appropriate for the matter of stock accessing these mine pits to be addressed between the current 
mining tenement holder and the affected pastoralist. 

(4) No. The relevant pits have not been abandoned, and it would therefore not be practical for me to 
"instruct" the mining tenement holder in relation to fencing or bunds around these pits. 

(5) Yes, it would be open for the pastoralist to seek compensation under the provisions of Part VII of the 
Mining Act 1978. 

(6) I have asked the Department of Mines and Petroleum to urge the current mining tenement holder to use 
its best endeavours to discuss and resolve this matter with the pastoralist. 

 


